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The purpose of workshop is to actively explore and discuss issues associated with content development and re-use with a focus on implementation of IMS specifications (specifically relating to content packaging and metadata, though other specifications are relevant) and interoperability of content in different VLEs or other host systems.
SURF X4L is a recently completed project in the JISC X4L (Exchange for Learning) Programme. The rationale for the programme lay in the production of e-learning content for deposit in a pilot national repository, and to promote a culture of exchange and reuse of content, saving on the expense of re-creating such de novo. With the pilot repository now established as a service, other outcomes of the programme were to help address IPR issues in sharing content, to promote specifications and standards in achieving interoperability, and to facilitate the development of software tools and systems in achieving these goals. In respect of the latter the workshop will reference the popular RELOAD re-purposing tool. 
SURF (Staffordshire University Regional Federation) project partners are Shrewsbury College of Art and Technology, Stoke-on-Trent College and Staffordshire University. The focus of the FE colleges was in generating content, promoting elearning and in evaluation, while the work at Staffs. had a technical focus  The interoperability of content developed at partner institutions using a variety of authoring tools was tested by importing content packages to the different VLEs in use at those institutions and other systems we had access to (Virtual Campus (TekniCal), Learnwise Olympus, Blackboard, WebCT, Moodle inter alia). The results of this testing were recorded in a spreadsheet which will be the focus of the first part of the workshop, to demonstrate the importance of justifying claims to interoperability with evidence, and transparency.
Another strand of the workshop will feature the COSE (Creation of Study Environment) VLE which has been developed at Staffordshire University over recent years. SURF X4L has provided the opportunity to further develop the system in three strands: to allow export of ‘standalone’ content, interoperable with all the systems listed previously and viewable as such in any javascript-enabled browser; to integrate RELOAD code to allow viewing of third party content packages and import of components from those packages; to use the ELF d+ toolkit for resource discovery (federated searching of OPAC libraries and other repository systems using z39.50 / SRW/U). 
The workshop will conclude by reflecting on how far the use of specifications and standards have enabled content interoperability in the period since they were first published and the implications in system development and in practice. Also, on what lessons might be learned in considering content (and other facets of) interoperability, and what new developments can be expected to impact on these matters.
