SURF X4L


SURF X4L PROJECT: UPDATE FROM STAFFS TO DEC 2003
The notes below give details on progress, to outline developments since the September Update.  These can be summarised as before by way of a series of screenshots. The facility to export COSE content as standalone content has been delayed slightly but will be available in a new COSE release (v. 2.1) early in the new year. The good news, as reported here, is that we have demonstrated that such content can be imported by the VLEs used by our partners at Stoke and Shrewsbury. Specifically content can be imported into teknical virtual campus v. 4 and different versions of Granada learnwise (learnwise 2 and learnwise Olympus. It has also been reported to us by colleagues at Coventry that the content can also be imported into WebCT v 4. This is by no means an exhaustive list, but we are only able to report on the systems we have access to, but we find these results most encouraging. Besides the other work described below, we can now turn to address the converse situation, of importing third party content into COSE, in respect of which we have previously identified our strategy as to employ / integrate elements of RELOAD code. 
Work on the ICE (Interoperation of COSE with e-resources) project has progressed quite well. This includes re-use of RELOAD code for viewing and editing metadata. We have also been exploring servlet technologies in communicating with the e-aggregators (content providers) and are close we think to demonstrating proof of the concept / work we set as our objective (though there is more work to do in achieving consistent use of metadata in describing COSE content and this will take a little longer). 
Since the September Update X4L partners at JORUM the content repositories managed by intrallect and xtensis have been upgraded. Some sample content was uploaded, the new facilities tested and our input was feedback. There were some new features we found useful in intralibrary but there are issues with depositing our content in the xtensis repository, which we hope might be / are supposed to be addressed in due course. 
In respect of SCORM, this work remains a significant objective in the project, and we note the formal adoption of elements of SCORM by IEEE, and collaboration between ADL and the RELOAD team. 

Pease contact the project manager Prof. Mark Stiles  (m.j.stiles@staffs.ac.uk) for more information or if you are interested in helping us pursue this work further   
Screenshots
1. COSE content in tekniCAL vitual campus
2. COSE content in learnwise olympus
3. Integration of RELOAD code to use metadata features

and other

4. Progress with ICE (Interoperation of COSE with e-resources)
5. COSE content in new (v.2) intrallect repository

Conclusion
Though there remain outstanding a significant number of issues, this update illustrates substantial progress on content interoperability. We will be including here a matrix of the systems and content we have found to be in some measure compatible, if not seamlessly interoperable  

Screenshots
1. COSE content in the technical virtual campus
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2. COSE content in learnwise 
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3. Integration of RELOAD code to use metadata features
have made progress in this area, so that link objects generated in COSE component editor can be metadata tagged. the reload code has been integrated for its metadata features and can be / is deployed as part of the COSE applet. (other features will likely be incorporated at a later stage). 
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.
a link object is generated in the component editor in the normal way, but these link objects will have new features, including use of standard metadata, requiring modifications to the system architecture. likely these objects will be better represented by a new icon in due course.
[image: image9.jpg]« @neuserprie
Ly
® bestog it
® ittt
Ly ——]
s
© manun

@ reninages
® ot
® e oy it
 mincate s
8 ks
@ ipestegs

2 s smsa





basket with link object pasted from the component editor. the open book and pencil icons indicate functionality to read and write metadata relating to the selected object
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(replace with better picture)
reload can be fired up from the basket. note the drop down list providing different views of the metadata according to different application profiles (the metadata implementation / practice the user is familiar with) 
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the tree view of the metadata. allows user to make multiple entries for different fields, as nodes can be added to the tree (this assumes a certain understanding of metadata issues). 
the text area labelled “value” allows editing of a field / element selected from the tree. once a field has been edited, the metadata record can be saved. reload menu options / functionality has been minimised here to keep the total size of the applet within limits,
add explanation of how e-resource primary metadata can be / is maintained under relation field
work continues in a number of areas, including: modifications to the search tools to use the metadata, consistent use of standard metadata for all COSE objects, and generation of link objects through querying of e-resource repositories (item 4. below ).

some of this is out of scope for the short timeline of the project, which is aimed at proof of concept

4. Progress with ICE (Interoperation of COSE with e-resources)

have made progress in investigating use of servlet technologies, and linking servlet engine with web server (from where COSE applet is downloaded)
5. COSE content in the Intrallect repository (intralibrary v. 2)
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illustrates the problem of screen real estate. will have to look at modifying standalone object to allow adjustment of relative size of frames for content and navigation. have indicated issue in feedback to repository managers that they might do the same. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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