








Feb. 13th 2002

Which dtd?

Since the work in this (and any other) project relating to implementation of the IMS Enterprise specification depends critically on the dtd (or schema) defining the xml documents used in exchanges, it is important to be clear about which version of the dtd is being used between partners involved in the exchange. This should not be a problem, assuming that developers are using the correct version if this is  published in the specification document set. Unfortunately, our experience in applying the IMS Enterprise specification v1.01, has shown that different versions of the dtd have been circulated for one reason or another, and our feeling is that it would be useful to publicise this caveat.

At least part of the problem is that, other than the dtd which is published in IMS Enterprise XML Binding Specification v1.01 as part of the document set, there is another free standing version available at the IMS web site http://www.imsproject.org/enterprise/index.html not consistent with the first. There are two links from this web page, under the heading "IMS XML Bindings, DTDs, and Examples" . The links are to 

1. IMS_EPv1p01.dtd

This is dated 1st sept 2001, but is titled IMS-EP01.dtd, though  this is easy to distinguish from other versions, in that it uses lower case element  and attribute names. It should perhaps should have been named IMS_EPv1p02.dtd and it looks like it may be just the title which is a mistake.

2. IMS-EP01.dtd

This is dated 28th oct 1999, is titled IMS-EP01.dtd but uses 'transaction' to define the I_Recstatus entity and defines idtype as an entity and attribute (among other things). We think this is an old version, part of the IMS Enterprise XML Binding Specification v1.0, so maybe should have been named IMS_EPv1p0.dtd

Thus we have three versions of dtd with the same title IMS-EP01.dtd. We noticed these changes to the web site at the end of last year. Fortunately, since it's been kicking around some time now, it appears most people are using the dtd from the XML Binding document in the 1.01 document set. Please note also that the sample file which accompanies this is inconsistent with it (e.g uses ‘transaction’ as attribute).

This document has been submitted to IMS in the hope that they might to review / update the web site, and suggesting that it would be a good idea for IMS present some sort of explanation for the confused.

Of course, another reason for the circulation of different versions of dtd might be that developers might make their own edits to copies of the dtd, perhaps intending them to be temporary, but which may then be more widely distributed.

