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	Staffordshire University

Geography, Environment & Sustainability
Important Information for new first year students
                    


Welcome to your Geography or Environment and Sustainability award at Staffordshire University.  We hope you will have a happy and successful time with us.  The following provides some essential information that you should be aware of before the start of term. 
1. The Peak District Field Class

As an introduction to your Geography course at Staffordshire University, we shall be holding a residential, week-end field class, to be attended by all incoming students on all our Geography, Environment & Sustainability degrees.  This is a compulsory field class which forms part of your core skills module – SCS83475-4 Investigating Geography and the Environment .  Please arrange to keep that weekend free from other engagements.  
· When?  The weekend of 14th to 16th October 2011 – departing the University at 9.30 on Friday, 14th and returning to the University in the afternoon of Sunday, 16th. 

· Where?  Castleton Hall (YHA), Derbyshire.  See maps overleaf.      

· Who?  Students on Geography Single Honours and Joint Honours awards, plus four members of staff.

-   It could even be fun…
· How much will it cost?  Very little!  Your course fees cover the transport and subsistence costs of the weekend, comprising:

· travel to, from and at the field centre; 
· bed and breakfast, evening meals on Friday and Saturday, and packed lunch on Saturday and Sunday.  
(Any other expenses will be down to you, however.) 
The fieldwork centre:  Full contact details as follows: 
Most of the group will be staying at the YHA, Castleton Hall, Castleton, Derbyshire, S33 8WG 

Phone:  01433 620235; Fax:  01433 621767

As indicated, it’s a youth hostel - a comfortable and well-appointed one - in the centre of the village of Castleton.  Shops, cash points and other facilities are immediately at hand.   Accommodation is in shared rooms (2 to 10 people) with bunk beds.  Bedding is provided, but you need to bring your own towels.
What to bring along:  
· Outdoor clothing – as weatherproof* as possible – and stout footwear (walking boots or shoes with non-slip soles).  The likelihood of bad weather is quite high, and we shall be doing some walking in hills, particularly on the Saturday.  Please come prepared.  
*Hints on clothing for outdoor fieldwork:
-
‘Weatherproof’ implies both waterproof and windproof. Ideally, to keep you warm, you need several thin layers (tee-shirts, jerseys, etc,) rather than one thick layer.  That way, you can adjust to conditions more flexibly – and if a thick jersey gets wet, it will be much harder to dry out.  The top layer obviously needs to be as waterproof as possible, but you don’t need to spend a fortune on high-tech outdoor clothing.  We shall respond sensibly to weather conditions.

-
Avoid denim jeans for outdoor work; as with thick jerseys, they easily become waterlogged and take ages to dry out.  Thinner, cotton trousers (again more than one layer if possible) are better, and if you have rainproof trousers, they’re a good idea.
-
Bring a hat, gloves and perhaps a scarf; your head and hands can lose a lot of heat under adverse conditions.  Risk of exposure should not, in theory, be particularly high at this time of year, but working in the hills does increase the chances.  

-
Footwear should be stout boots (for ankle support) or shoes – rather than trainers.  The tread should be deep, for better grip.  Avoid thin soles, of the sort which may cause you to aquaplane on wet grass!
Special needs:  If there are any critical issues that the field class tutors should be aware of you will have the opportunity to discuss these in confidence with the tutors in advance of the field class. Please make sure that you contact us as soon as possible if you have concerns so that we have time to make appropriate arrangements. 
2. Geography, Environment & Sustainability Textbooks

At this time of the year, new first year students often request book lists to enable them to pre-order and look through textbooks before they arrive.  The following textbooks cover the core modules for the first teaching block, but note that you will certainly not need to buy them all.  Please read on…

Buying textbooks:  we are well aware that books can be expensive and that most students are not made of money.  Resist the temptation (if you have one) to rush out and buy everything on the list.  While textbooks are used in many university-level geography modules, they are far from the only reading you will need.  Multiple copies of key texts are kept in the Library, some on short loan, and there are further copies in the Sciences Learning Resource Centre (which also runs a second-hand book sales service).  The University Bookshop will have new copies in stock, for you to look over during Welcome Week.  Frequently, small groups of students sometimes club together to buy a copy of key texts.  There are lots of ways of cutting down the expense.  Ask the advice of your student e-mentor on this matter. 

Bookshops are likely to have the newest editions of the books on the list below, but often you can get by with earlier editions, if you choose to buy second-hand.   If you do that, just be aware that some material may have changed and that page and chapter numbers may be different. 

· Kneale, P E (2011 – 3rd edn) Study skills for Geography, Earth and Environmental Science Students: a practical guide.  London: Hodder Arnold ISBN,  978-1444120967  £15.99

A study skills book which we use to support the Level 4 Geography and Environment tutorial programme with practical information on a wide range of study techniques.  As you will use this very frequently in your tutorials we do expect you to purchase your own a personal copy of this.  You may be able to pick up a second-hand copy of either the first or the second edition; either will suffice.

· Middleton, N (2008 – 4th edn) The Global Casino: An Introduction to Environmental Issues. London: Hodder Arnold ISBN 978 0340957165, £29.99.
A key text that examines both the human and physical side of geography by examining key environmental issues and challenges. Specific chapters will be used as the basis for tutorial discussions and to underpin assignments related to the tutorial programme.  It is also an important text for the Environmental Issues module (core for students taking the Environment & Sustainability award).  As you will use this very frequently in your tutorials we do expect you to purchase your own a personal copy of this.  Earlier editions, if you come across them second-hand, should again serve the purpose. 
· Murray, N (2011) The Sustainable Self. London: Earthscan ISBN 978-1849712408, £16.99.
A key text for the tutorial programme that introduces the concept of sustainability.  This text complements the text by Middleton and again specific chapters will be used as the basis for tutorial discussions and to underpin assignments related to the tutorial programme.  It is also an important text for the Environmental Issues and the Sustainable Lifestyles & Communities modules (both core for students taking the Environment & Sustainability award).  As you will use this very frequently in your tutorials we do expect you to purchase your own a personal copy of this 

Either:

· Smithson, P; Addison, K & Atkinson, K. (2008 – 4th   edn) Fundamentals of the Physical Environment.  London: Routledge ISBN  978 0415395168,  £37
This text has been one of the best-regarded general books on physical geography and has worked well with many of our first year students in the past, many of whom have kept it as a primer for specialised modules at years two and three. A recommended text for the Dynamic Earth module (core module at first year).
Or:
· Holden, J (ed.) (2010 – 2nd edition)  An Introduction to Physical Geography and the Environment. Harlow: Pearson/Prentice Hall.  ISBN 978-0131753044, £36
An  alternative to Smithson et al., but one which, again, can provide useful material for later levels of physical geography. A recommended text for the Dynamic Earth module (core module at first year).
· Daniels, P, Sidaway, J., Bradshaw, M. & Shaw, D. (2008 – 3rd ed) An Introduction to Human geography: issues for the 21st century  Harlow:  Prentice Hall ISBN 978 013205684 7, £33.99.

This text offers good coverage of the material that we teach on our first year human geography module Societies and Settlements (core for all Geography awards).  It would also come in handy at later levels of the BA degrees. Students on the BSc Environment & Sustainability award will not need this book.
That’s enough for now.  Enjoy the remainder of your summer break.  If you need to talk about any aspect of your degree course, don’t hesitate to contact the Sciences office on 01782 294573 and ask for Janet Wright (Geography & Environment Subject Leader); Liz Young (BA awards leader) or Tim Harris (BSc awards leader). 

We look forward to meeting you on Monday 19th September 2011.
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