
START

Student and supervisor
consider whether there are

ethical issues in project

Student completes form ‘Application
for Ethical Approval of Research

Project’ with advice from supervisor.
Where appropriate, Risk

Assessment Form also completed.

Supervisor submits appropriate
form(s) to FREC

Are there ethical
issues?

Student and supervisor sign
research disclaimer on Research
Project Proposal Form and submit

to Faculty

Faculty retains
form and

disclaimer on file

FREC considers project submitted
for ethical approval

Project
approved?

Letter of approval
sent to applicant
and supervisor(s)

Project proceeds

No

END

Yes

Applicant and supervisor(s)
notified of issues to be

addressed, identifying minor
amendments and/or major

flaws

Project revised and
reconsidered by
FREC/AES-C

No

Referred to University
Academic Ethics Sub-

Committee

Yes

END

New ethical
implications arise?

No

Yes

Taught or
research
degree?

Taught (ug & pg)

Proposal submitted to
RDS-C with letter of

ethical approval
Research

Project proceeds

AES-C considers
proposal

Are there issues
which require University

level consideration?

No

Glossary

FREC: Faculty Research Ethics
Committee

AES-C: Academic Ethics Sub-
Committee

RDS-C: Research Degrees Sub-
Committee

1Note: All applications for projects which require approval
of NHS Research Committees must follow the procedure
outlined in the separate ethical approval documents which
set out ethical scrutiny arrangements for NHS project
proposals

Student completes Fast Track
Approval FormYes

Full Ethics Approval
Form required?Yes

No
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