Readings for qualitative research and interviewing

If you decide to collect primary data using interviews, then you would be well advised to remember that high scoring research at your level requires you to do more than just ask ten questions; print out extracts from some of the answers you receive; work out (for example) that ‘40% of the respondents agreed with the question’, and draw some pie charts or simple bar graphs to illustrate your findings. You will be carrying out some qualitative research and will be expected to understand what techniques are involved; how to apply those techniques in a competent manner; how to generate data from the collection method; how to conduct statistical analyses on that data; and how best to present your findings. In order to become competent in these skills you could do worse than begin by reading the relevant parts of these titles:

Arksey, H. & Knight, P., (1999), Interviewing for Social Scientists: An introductory Resource with examples, Sage Publications: London UK

Bauer, M. & Gaskell, G., (Eds.), (2000), Qualitative researching with text, image and sound: A Practical Handbook, Sage Publications: London UK

Dey, I., (1993), Qualitative data analysis, Routledge: London UK

Ely, M., Anzul, M., Friedman, T, Garner, D. & Steinmetz, A., (1991), Doing Qualitative Research: Circles within circles, The Falmer Press: London UK

Mason, J., (1996), Qualitative Researching, Sage Publications: London UK

Miles, M. & Huberman, A., (1984, Qualitative data analysis: A sourcebook of new methods, Sage Publications: London UK

Seale, C., (Ed.), (1998), Researching Society and Culture, Sage Publications: London UK

Silverman, D., (2000), Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical handbook, Sage Publications: London UK

Silverman, D., (Ed.) (1997), Qualitative Research: Theory, Method and Practice, Sage Publications: London UK

Silverman, D., (1993), Interpreting Qualitative Data: Methods for analysing Talk, Text and Interaction, Sage Publications: London UK

Strauss, A. & Corbin, J., (1990), Basics of Qualitative Research, Sage Publications: London UK

Warning: with thousands of students, the university library is unable to guarantee that any particular title that you might like to read will be on the shelf on the day you go looking for it. Consequently, the sooner you start looking the better. This is not an exhaustive list, the University library has other titles that cover the same topic area. 
