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        Institute

Professional Development Conference for Teachers In 

Higher Education

A professional development conference will be held at Staffordshire University on Wednesday May the 10th 2006
The key note address will be delivered by Guy Claxton entitled ‘Building students' learning power in HE’
· Guy Claxton. There are at least two Guy Claxtons in the world. One runs a telecommunications company in Georgia , USA . The other one is Professor of the Learning Sciences at the University of Bristol Graduate School of Education in the UK. He is Originator of the educational Building Learning Power programme: helping young people become better real-life learners and is the author of the bestselling Hare Brain, Tortoise Mind: Why Intelligence Increases When You Think Less and The Wayward Mind: An Intimate History of the Unconscious ,
 Participants will then attend one of the following one hour presentations:

1. The reflective practitioner: myths, mantras and the decline of theory in the guise of intuitive thinking  (Dr Kathryn Ecclestone).
Kathryn Ecclestone is a member of the Assessment Reform Group and was Associate director for further and adult education projects in the ESRC’s TLRP between 2001 and 2004.  Her research encompasses the effects of policy and practice in post-16 assessment systems on educational aspirations and students’ autonomy.  She is currently directing a Nuffield-funded project on formative assessment in post-14 and adult education.  Recent  publications include Learning Autonomy: the politics and practice of formative assessment (RoutledgeFalmer) and Understanding Assessment and Qualifications in post-compulsory education: principles, policy and practice (NIACE), Learning or therapy?: the demoralisation of education, British Journal of Education Studies, 52, 2, 112-137.  

2. The critical learning episode of the threshold concept’ (Professor Erik Meyer)

Erik Meyer  has been for the past six years been Professor of Education, and foundation Director of the Centre for Learning, Teaching, and Research in Higher Education, University of Durham. His previous appointments have included Professor in the School of Education, University of Cape Town and Director, Student Learning Research Group, also at the University of Cape Town. Professor Meyer has researched extensively student learning at university and is now part of a FDTL5 project involving a consortium research team drawn from four universities (Staffordshire, Durham, Coventry, University of the West of England): considering ‘Developing First Year Undergraduates’ Acquisition of Threshold Concepts in Economics’. 
The conference is organised by the Academic Development Institute and the Institute for Educational Policy Research


