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Helping students to understand differences in the quality of arguments
Stage 1 Introducing the statements to the students

	1
	Provide students with 4 examples of different levels of argument using past students’ work or made up examples. Make these examples relevant to ONE of the free parts of the framework. Make these examples specific to the topic they have just studied or just about to study. Ask the students to assess these examples. First ask them to identify the best and worst. Then ask them to put the 4 examples in order from best to worst. Discuss in class. 

	2
	Introduce that part of the framework you want the students to focus upon. Show how this is related to the examples they have just assessed.

	3
	Ask students to assess their own work. This could be their previous, most recent piece of work, or a piece of work they do after you have introduced the framework. Help them to focus on individual sentences rather than leaping to an overall verdict. Discuss examples in whole class.

	4
	Ask the students to set a target for the level of argument they want to reach in their next price of work.


Stage 2 Supporting the students’ use of the framework 

	5
	Provide students with support for their next task by showing examples of levels in relation to this task.

	6
	Ask the students to carry out the task aiming to improve the quality of their arguments.

	7
	Ask students to assess their work, mark their neighbour’s work, compare and discuss grades. Follow with class discussion.

	8
	Ask students to set a target for their next piece of work


Stage 3 Reducing the level of support for students’ use of the framework

	9
	Provide students with less support for their next task compared with (5). For example do not use examples of levels in relation to this task.

	10
	Ask the students to carry out the task aiming to improve the quality of their arguments. (as 6)

	11
	Ask students to assess their work, mark their neighbour’s work, compare and discuss grades. Follow with class discussion. (as 7)

	12
	Ask students to set a target for their next piece of work (as 8)



How can I find out more?

Contact

The Centre for Economics and Business Education

Staffordshire University

Leek Road

Stoke-on-Trent

ST4 2DF

01782 294085

e-mail: cebe@staffs.ac.uk
Read 
Davies, P. (2004) Contributing to Citizenship Education by improving the quality of students’ arguments, Teaching Business and Economics, pp. 
View the web site

http://www.staffs.ac.uk/schools/business/iepr/info/Current-projects.html
�




















              The


        Nuffield


  Foundation





Project Briefing 3











