PDP portfolio re-sit guidance

If you failed the re-sit of the PDP portfolio element of the Critical Reasoning module, then the final re-sit method is to complete the PDP portfolio requirements that will be issued at the beginning of the first semester in September 2009. The marked copy of your last PDP portfolio should be available for collection from the Undergraduate Office. To pass the re-sit you have to provide evidence that you have mastered the skills involved in displaying the four different behaviours listed in the portfolio document. Here are the four tasks (further details are given on the portfolio document itself):

1. Employ three different, high quality academic sources as evidence. 

2. Apply an appropriate referencing format to the direct quotations you employ in your work.

3. Integrate direct quotations, into your arguments. 

4. Construct a reference list using the format recommended on the module.

The new portfolio requirement does not specify which question or task you should refer to. The question/task you use must begin with the words ‘Critically assess…’ Consequently you may be able to use a modified version of the same question as you used in your last attempt. If you are unsure what to do after you have seen the new PDP document please contact me (see the end of this document).   If you wish to change the question entirely, I strongly recommend that you email me with a copy of your new question to allow me to comment upon its suitability for this task.  

In the document below you will an example of part of a possible extract. Please note that you are free to make any improvements that you consider necessary to the extracts you take from your original work in assignments or previous attempts to meet the new portfolio requirements.  

PDP Portfolio – illustrative examples

NB The following extract is intended as a partial example of one way of completing the portfolio tasks. You are not expected to copy the layout and structure precisely.

Imagine an assignment tackling the task: Critically assess the argument that to maximise their performance, companies should pay particular attention to strategic purchasing activities. You might partially illustrate your mastery of the relevant skills with an extract like this:

On the subject of the degree to which small companies actively consider such issues as strategic purchasing techniques, the amount of empirical evidence available in the field is small, and the implications may be ambiguous. For example, one recent study of SMEs observed that:

The empirical data supported the contention that small companies devote little time to strategic purchasing. Only one company saw purchasing as a key task. The remaining interviewees did not perceive purchasing as a distinct task.

Ellegaard, 2006, p. 279 

This extract would be followed by two others quoting from a text-book or journal (see the PDP document).  The sources of your quotations would all be listed at the end of your portfolio in a reference list using a recommended format, for example: 
References

Ellegaard, S., (2006), ‘Small company purchasing: A research agenda’, 
Journal of Purchasing and Supply Management, 12, 5, pp. 272-283

(plus two more!)

NB The phrase 'high quality academic sources' refers, in the main, to academic text-books, articles published in academic journals and websites maintained by professional academics in established universities (NB do NOT use lecture notes). Journals can be accessed in, e.g., the EBSCO and Emerald databases via the University library website. Be aware that EBSCO contains low-quality non-academic sources also. Make sure you select the 'peer reviewed journals' option on the main search screen for that database. There are a variety of other kinds of publication that may be acceptable in completing this task, however their reliable identification may require experience and judgement. If you are unsure about the quality of a source, the safest option is to avoid it.


NB The format of the direct quotations in your work and the full references in the extract from the reference list at the end of your work (as in the example above) should, of course, ideally follow the format recommended on the module. There are a variety of referencing formats, as you will know from your reading of the relevant section of the library website (http://www.staffs.ac.uk/uniservices/infoservices/library/find/references/about/index.php#which ) on this subject. Here is an extract from that website:

Please choose the style of referencing you need to use and use the links below to obtain more detailed information and examples on how to reference both in-text and in your bibliography:

· APA (America Psychological Association Style)

· British Standard Numeric

· Harvard

· MLA (Modern Language Association Style)

· OSCOLA (Oxford Standard Citation of Legal Authorities)

The format recommended and demonstrated on the Critical Reasoning module is that of the MLA listed above, however the other formats shown are equally acceptable. What matters is not which professional format you employ, but that you employ only one professional format and then apply it correctly and consistently to your work – do not chop and change between formats, and do not make up your own format because that will lead to failure.  

For information on how to format reference list citations for different kinds of source - texts, articles, websites and so on – the library URL above can help, as can this site: http://tinyurl.com/dmeyv which also contains full details on how to cite websites. 

Explicit instructions on how to integrate quotations into your assignments were given in class during the module. You have to make sure that the direct quotation you have chosen is relevant to the part of the argument you are constructing in your work and then explain, by the way you introduce the quotation, the role that the quotation is playing in your argument.

For example:

Furthermore, unlike its biological analogue, it is not clear that the process in PSM functions is necessarily a strictly one-way phenomenon. One of the authors has since observed that some of the functions they originally investigated appear, in later years, to have ‘reverted back’ to a lower stage of development. Reck & Long meanwhile, observed that:

The purchasing function appears to move up and down the development continuum.

Reck & Long, 1988, p. 7

Curiously these observations did not deter these authors from using the evolution metaphor. On balance therefore, the various biological growth and development metaphors may reduce rather than enhance reader comprehension. It is not being argued that the authors concerned were trying to mislead the field. They generated some data, then looked for and found patterns in it. The use of metaphors was presumably intended to facilitate readers’ understanding of those patterns. However, metaphors, by their very nature, always simplify the patterns in the original data and abstract away from the empirical phenomena.

If, after reading this document you are still unclear about what is required of you, please contact me on:

 j.ramsay@staffs.ac.uk.

