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Background
• Housing, spatial planning, environment, health: 

separate policy domains in the Netherlands

• Recent years: more attention for integration, 
although health and environmental policy still fairly
separate domains

• Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the 
Environment (VROM) wants to gain more insight into
the association between environmental quality and 
human health/well-being.

• RIVM: Development of a conceptual framework, 
indicators, and policy tool



A decision support tool to integrate
environmental health in policy plans 
• Should help policymakers to make integrated policy 

decisions
• Starts from theory
• Uses existing ideas/indicator sets

National Environmental Outlook 5 (2000)
(Inter)national workshops (2001, 2002, 2003)
Literature review Leidelmeijer & Van Kamp (2003)
Contribution to ‘special issue’ Landscape & Urban Planning 

(2003, Vol. 65, pp. 5-18)
• Focuses on process
• Should directly connect to (local) policy processes 
• Focuses on phase prior to decisionmaking 
• Webbased checklist



Scores in 4 Dutch cities
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Conceptual model QoL
Pacione, 2003



Structure of the tool
1. Project

2. Exploration
Description of the project, stakeholders, policy domains, spatial scale, 
limitations/boundaries, kind of area and its functions, current environmental 
quality and health status, vulnerable groups

3. Definition
Description of ambitions related to the kind of region and its functions, to 
environmental quality and health of all stakeholders    

4. Design
Measures to reach these ambitions, related costs and benefits, 
communication of the plan, examples of comparable projects    

5. Evaluation
How and when will the project be evaluated? Ideas if there are still/new 
problems



Phase Example of questions to be answered 
1. Project - Which project? 

 
2. Exploration - Reason for this project?  

- What is the problem? 
- Who is/should be involved? What are their stakes?  
- What are the relevant policy domains? 
- What are the boundaries/limitations related to the project? 
- What kind of area is it (urban, rural)? 
- What are the current functions of the area? 
- What is the current environmental quality of and health status of the 

residents? Are there vulnerable groups who should get special 
attention? 

- How to the residents perceive their living environment? 
- What are the problems according to the stakeholders? 
 

 



3. Definition - What should the area look like in the future? 
- What function(s) should it get? 
- Which ambitions are there for environmental quality and health? 
- What ambitions do the stakeholders have? 
 

4. Design - Which measures/should/could be taken to achieve these ambitions? 
- What are the costs and benefits of these measures? 
- How are plans communicated to the different stakeholders? 
- Are there examples of comparable projects?   
 

5. Evaluation - How and when will we evaluate the project? 
- What if the ambitions appear not to realised (fully)? What if there are 

still/new problems? 
 









The way forward…

Based on expert meeting and questionnaire among 
policymakers and health services:

• Need for library function, with information on
- Environment and health
- Examples of other projects
- Information on measures and their costs/benefits

• Links to other tools/instruments/guidelines
• Weighing of different ambitions?

→Need for advisory committee of policymakers

→Linking up with related initiatives and projects



Some problems are difficult to solve …

• Health impacts versus environmental standards
Question: should we (as researchers) play an active role in this 
debate?

• “An integrated policy process takes too long”
Short-term problems, long-term solutions…

• Cultural and power issues in the policy domain

• Existing policy practices…



Any questions/remarks?

Contact: Hanneke.kruize@rivm.nl


