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MINUTES 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS, BG-129 

Date: Wednesday 28 June 2023 Time: 1500 

Location: CA105/6, Catalyst, Leek Rd 
 
Notes:   

1. Items marked with an asterisk (starred items) are for information only or regarded as noncontentious. Starred items will 
not be discussed and will be assumed to have been noted or approved unless a request to unstar a named item is 
received from a Board member in advance, or at the commencement, of the meeting. 

2. Items classified as Confidential, and their subsequent minutes, will be redacted before publication of the agenda and 
minutes on the University’s public website. 

 
1430 – 1500: A Know  Your Business session from Sally McGill, Chief Financial Officer and Deputy Chief Executive 
on developing an Environmental, Societal and Governance (ESG) Framework, which then appears later on the 
agenda as part of the Sustainability Update. 
 
Chief Financial Officer, Sally McGill gave an overview of the ESG framework, how this had been developed and how this would 
inform future reporting within the University. The Board of Governors commended the piece of work undertaken and looked 
forward to its further embedding within the University. 
 

Members 
 Hannah Blackburn Student Governor (outgoing President, Students’ Union) P 

Jonathan Chapman External Member P 

Mohit Dhingra External Member P 

Kevin Gould External Member P 

Saima Hussain Staff Governor (professional services staff) A 

Colin Hughes (Chair) External Member P 

Professor Martin Jones Vice Chancellor P 

Baljinder Kuller External Member P 

Kim Newell Chebator External Member P 

Juliet Oosthuysen External Member P (T) 

Martin Jones Vice Chancellor P 

Martin Pugh External Member P 

Dr Simon Smith Staff Governor (academic staff) A 

Hayden Tsang Student Governor (outgoing Vice-President, Students’ Union) P 

Sara Williams External Member P 

Olayemi Ajiteru Student Governor (new President, Students’ Union) P 

Leonard Stuart Student Governor (new Vice-President, Students’ Union) P 

In attendance 
 Ian Blachford Chief Operating Officer and Clerk to the Board of Governors IA 

Dr Annabel Kiernan Pro Vice Chancellor - Education IA 

Professor Kevin Hetherington Deputy Vice Chancellor IA 

Sally McGill Chief Financial Officer IA 

Professor Raheel Nawaz Pro Vice Chancellor – Digital Transformation IA 
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Minute 347 – KPI Scorecard BG/129/12 
 
The scorecard was noted. 

2822 The content of the BRIEFING SHEET from the Sustainability and Resources Committee, 2 June 23 BG/129/13 
and 13 June 2023 BG/129/14 was noted and the following matters were considered: 

For approval 
a) Minute 549 - Sustainability Update BG/129/15, including: 
 

• Appendix A - ESG Framework BG/128/15a 
• Appendix B - Climate Change Response and Risk Management policy BG/129/15b 
• Appendix C - Environmental Sustainability Policy BG/129/15c 
• Appendix F.6 - Transport and Travel Policy BG/129/15d 
• Appendix F.8 - Sustainable Procurement Policy BG/129/15e 
• Appendix F.10 - Sustainable Consumption Food and Drink Policy BG/129/15f 
• Appendix F.13 - Waste Management Policy BG/129/15g 
• Appendix F.15 - Energy Management Policy BG/129/15h 
• Appendix F.17 - Water Management Policy BG/129/15i 
• Appendix F.21 - Biodiversity Policy BG/129/15j 
• Appendix F.26 - Responsible investment policy BG/129/15k 

 
The Committee considered the policies and they were all approved and the following comments were made: 
 
• In Appendix F.8, Hannah Blackburn asked that the sustainable delivery of goods and services be considered, as well 

as food mileage from suppliers.  Hannah Blackburn requested that red tractor and RSPCA assurances both be 
included in Appendix F.10, not one or the other, and that both plastic and glass types of packaging are the reusable 
types. Sara Williams recommended BSI standards be consulted for comparison purposes.  

• Mohit Dhingra asked about the practicality of excluding fossil fuel companies from investments (Appendix F.26) and 
Sally McGill confirmed that there are sufficient alternative portfolios available to facilitate this, which had been 
discussed recently at the Sustainability and Resources Committee.     

 
For information  
a) Minute 550 - Digital Transformation Update BG/129/16 
b) Minute 556 - Management Accounts 30th April 2023 BG/129/17 
c) Minute 565 - Cost of Living Pay Award and Industrial Action Update BG/129/18  
d) Minute 566 - National Consultation on Pay Bargaining BG/129/19 
 
• With regard to the current marking and assessment boycott, Ian Blachford confirmed that the University has 

successfully mitigated potential risks relating to the marking boycott, enabling all students to graduate. Mohit 
Dhingra asked about the likelihood of negotiations being re-opened with regard to the agreed August pay award. 
Ian Blachford confirmed that UCEA was holding the line that these were now concluded. A re-opening of these 
discussions would be difficult due to the spread of financial performance across the sector. 

 
The reports were noted.  

2823 BRIEFING SHEET - Audit and Risk Committee, 7 June 2023 BG/129/20 

Approval 
a) Minute 1940 – Internal Audit Plan 2023-2024 BG/129/21 

 
• Kevin Gould enquired about why the internal audit plan did not include any specific reference to the London 

campus. Ian Blachford confirmed that London would be included within the audits listed. Furthermore, a deep dive 
report would be received and discussed at the Sustainability and Resources Committee and the Board of Governors 
in the autumn, with further actions to be agreed with the Board thereafter.  

• The Internal Audit Plan was agreed together with the need to keep this under review throughout the academic year 
to ensure that it was focused on the key risks for the university.  In addition, all members agreed to escalate risks 
from the sub committees to the Audit and Risk Committee, if further assurance was required.   
 

b) Minute 1941 – University Level Risk Registers BG/129/22 
The risk registers were approved. 
 
Information 
None 






