
BUSINESS, 
FINANCE 
AND LEISURE



As a future businessperson, it’s important that you have 
a foundation of knowledge in various aspects of modern 
business. For this reason, we have redesigned our 
courses and the way in which they are delivered. Our 
standard three-year degrees now offer a connected first 
year curriculum, which will give you a strong all-round 
knowledge in business. During the second and third year 
you will then branch out to become an expert in your 
chosen field, and ultimately proving your business prowess. 

Our courses in business, finance, marketing and leisure 
will give you the skills and knowledge you need to 
survive and thrive as professionals in an ever-evolving 
world. From digital and social media marketing to 
business management, or even if you’re interested in a 
shorter foundation degree in visitor attraction and resort 
management – there will be a course for you. Whatever 
you choose to study, our powerful business connections 
in emerging industry sectors both nationally and 
internationally will provide you with the chance to make 
connections, engage in work experience, and even get 
your foot-in-the-door with big hitting businesses around 
the globe, ready for when you graduate. 

At Staffordshire 
University we’re proud 
to offer four bespoke 
undergraduate courses 
and one Foundation 
Degree, designed 
specifically to launch 
your career in certain 
business sectors. 

Awarded with PRME 
Champion Status

Holders of Small 
Business Charter 
Accreditation

Affiliated with CIM 
to deliver accredited 
courses

Affiliated with CMI 
to deliver accredited 
courses



Study using the immersive 
learning method, and focus on 
one module at a time.

Take advantage of a network 
of business facilities, including 
the brand-new £40m Catalyst 
building.

Build professional networks and 
benefit from guaranteed work 
experience opportunities during 
your course.

Learn in our Simulation Suite, 
allowing you to immerse yourself 
in simulated business, finance 
and leisure environments.

KEY FACTS

Tailor your course to your 
professional goals, with our suite 
of optional modules.

On our FdA in Visitor Attraction 
and Resort Management you 
will enjoy 20 weeks paid work 
experience at Alton Towers 
Resort.



We are constantly evolving our courses to adapt to the 
wants and needs of growing industries.

In September 2021 we launched an immersive learning 
method on four of our undergraduate business courses. 
This mode of study allows students to study isolated 
modules to drive expertise and focus on each part of their 
degree. This learning method gives students five weeks per 
module to study and complete assessments.

CONNECTED CURRICULUM 
Our portfolio mimics the fluidity and ever-changing world 
of business, that’s just one of the reasons that all of our 
undergraduate degrees share the same first year module 
structure. As an advantage to your future in higher 
education, it’s important to note that if your ambitions or 
interests change during your first year, there is an option to 
transfer to another business course that will better fit your 
end goals.

UNIQUE 
TEACHING METHOD
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REVISION AND
ASSESSMENT



Take a sneak 
peek inside 
The Catalyst

THE 
CATALYST 

Introducing our brand new teaching 
development, the Catalyst, which combines 
new technology with dynamic learning 
spaces, emulating real-world working 
environments and opportunities for digital 
engagement. Catalyst will be a hive of 

Networking and business collaboration are 
key to the building objective, with drop-ins 
from industry employers, as well as an open 
plan social and food zone that create a 
casual, yet professional atmosphere. Every 
day will offer the opportunity to make life-
changing connections. 

THE LEARNING MARKET AND 
LEARNING LAB
Catalyst has dedicated teaching spaces 
including a Learning Market and Learning 
Lab which will deliver lecture experiences like 
no other. The Learning Market has spaces 
to present and deliver a wide range of 

activity for all things teaching, learning, 
meeting and studying. It provides world-class 
services and settings to support students 
through their education and towards their 
employment while offering flexible, high-
quality, digitally-enabled spaces. 

activities with ample seating, plectrum tables 
and display screens around an auditorium 
perimeter. The Learning Lab is perfect for 
collaboration and group-work with its series of 
desks and digital screens. 

INDEPENDENT STUDY AREA
There are extensive private study spaces 
throughout Catalyst. Students can access 
areas with desktop computers or clear study 
spaces to set up personal devices. There 
are also cubicle desk areas for students who 
need privacy or quiet time when working on 
assignments.

WEBINAR PODS
These spaces are ideal for those all-
important collaborative projects and 
come equipped with a screen allowing 
students to cast work, brainstorm and 
conference call.

BREAKOUT SPACE
Catalyst has lots of options for meetings, 
socialising and team working. There are 
spaces for informal breakout sessions 
to private study rooms to cover all study 
needs from one-to-ones, group meetings 
and collaborative working. 



A DEGREE 
DESIGNED
BY YOU 

During your studies you will have the 
opportunity to select from a range of 
optional modules*. 

Our optional modules are constantly 
changing to align with business and 
industry needs to ensure that you get 
the best and most relevant skills to 
match your career ambitions and allow 
you to hit-the-ground-running when 
you graduate.

OPTIONAL MODULES

• Enterprise in Practice 

• Leading for Organisational Impact

• Social Media Strategy 

• PRINCE2 Agile

• FinTech and Digitisation

• Psychology in Business

• Entrepreneurial Finance 

• AI and Big Data

• Web Development and Design 

• Work Placement

*Up to two per year depending on your course.



MARZENA 
RESZKA

BUSINESS 
INNOVATION AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
COURSE LEADER

Marzena has more than 17 years’ industry 
experience in different disciplines and 
has set up and ran her own business. 
Her research interests lie in the broad 
area of entrepreneurship and innovation; 
entrepreneurial strategy and innovation as a 
trigger for change or survive; role of women 
entrepreneurs in creating innovative star-ups 
and socio-cultural complexities worldwide.

MEET THE EXPERTS 

DR SYED 
ZAIDI  

FINANCE AND 
BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE 
COURSE LEADER

STORM 
BARRATT

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 
COURSE LEADER

DR BHARATI 
SINGH 

BUSINESS 
INNOVATION AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
SENIOR LECTURER

CAROL 
SOUTHALL 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT

VANESSA 
OAKES 

HRM AND 
LEADERSHIP 
COURSE DIRECTOR

KAT 
MITCHELL 

DIGITAL AND 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
MARKETING 
COURSE LEADER

Dr Syed has years of experience in 
Accounting and Finance academia, 
including two years as a lecturer in a 
university in Pakistan. He is passionate 
about academic teaching and providing 
skills and knowledge to students in the 
Finance and Business disciplines. His area 
of research includes topics in corporate 
governance, corporate finance, financial 
accounting, and behavioural finance.

During her professional career, Storm has 
experienced a varied range of business 
settings, from working for a global software 
company to setting up and running her 
own successful businesses.  The valuable 
connections and shareable experiences 
that she has gained throughout her career 
help to contextualise business theories and 
principles in her teaching. 

Dr Bharati has international academic 
experience and qualifications, and during 
her professional career she has gained the 
experience and connections that go hand-
in-hand with a successful history in diverse 
sectors of business. Bharati’s expertise lie in 
the fields of international business, strategy, 
leadership, corporate governance, business 
ethics, business economics and global 
business. 

Carol has years of leisure and travel industry 
experience including being an Operations 
Manager working with leading UK and 
international attractions, acting as a Resort 
Representative in France, Switzerland and 
Yugoslavia, and practice in hospitality and 
PR in Australia. Carol also has experience in 
planning and managing travel events and 
roadshows and coordinating UK band tours.

Vanessa has had a successful career with 15 
years’ experience working in all aspects of 
human resource management in a range 
of sectors. Vanessa’s experience allows her 
to draw on industrial experience within her 
teaching. Her specialist areas are change 
management, leadership and management, 
employee engagement and performance 
and reward. 

Alongside lecturing, Kat is a Marketing 
Practitioner, with a background in software, 
focusing on enhancing the digital customer 
experience through e-commerce, email and 
social media platforms. Kat has expertise in 
digital marketing strategy and the impact 
on business operations, the evolution of 
marketing metrics and how they inform 
personalisation in advertising. 

All of our academics 
have a wealth of 
experience in varied 
business, finance and 
leisure sectors.



CHARLOTTE 
HALL 

VISITOR ATTRACTION AND RESORT 
MANAGEMENT GRADUATE

“The Visitor Attraction Resort Management course at Staffordshire
University is a great course because it allows you to gain experience in
a variety of departments across Alton Towers Resort and implement your
academic knowledge into the Visitor Attraction industry.”

CRAIG 
HOLDCROFT 

BUSINESS GRADUATE

“Joining Staffordshire University Business School has turned out to be the best 
decision I’ve made in relation to my career and future prospects. The team 
at the business school have been amazing and continue to offer me all of the 
encouragement I could ever want to aim towards a first class degree. Something 
I couldn’t have even imagined a year before in the world of sales management.”



 BUSINESS INNOVATION AND 
 ENTREPRENEURSHIP
BA (Hons) UCAS Code: N242

With a Foundation Year UCAS Code: N245 

With a Placement Year UCAS Code: N247 

 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND 
 SUSTAINABILITY
BA (Hons) UCAS Code: N243 

With a Foundation Year UCAS Code: N244 

With a Placement Year UCAS Code: N246

Two-year accelerated UCAS Code: N249

 DIGITAL AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
 MARKETING
BA (Hons) UCAS Code: N1NA

With a Foundation Year UCAS Code: N1NB 

With a Placement Year UCAS Code: N1NC 

OUR
COURSES

 FINANCE AND BUSINESS 
 ENTERPRISE
BA (Hons) UCAS Code: NN66 

With a Foundation Year UCAS Code: NN67 

With a Placement Year UCAS Code: NN68

Two-year accelerated UCAS Code: NN69

 VISITOR ATTRACTION AND 
 RESORT MANAGEMENT
FdA UCAS Code: N834



  WHY CHOOSE US… 

• You will benefit from guidance from our 
entrepreneurs in residence, who will support you 
through your entrepreneurial journey. 

• Our emphasis on ethical business models and 
sustainability will position you to create long-
lasting value for your organisation and you will 
learn the practical skills needed to venture out on 
your own.

• You’ll take advantage of professional networks 
and guaranteed work experience opportunities 
during your course.

• You will be one of the first students to start your 
University experience with full access to the brand 
new £40m Catalyst building.

  WHAT YOU’LL LEARN…  
Our modules are all designed to help you put your 
future enterprises ahead of the competition. 

Module examples:
• Entrepreneurship and Culture  

• Enterprise in Practice 

• Sustainable Business Development

• Business Creativity and Innovation 

• Entrepreneurial Strategy 

• Innovative Change Management

  WHAT YOU COULD DO NEXT…  
A degree in business innovation and 
entrepreneurship can set you up for a career in 
any professional business environment. As well as 
having the tools you need to set up a business in 
your chosen sector, you’ll also hone the skills and 
innovative mindset to flourish in the corporate 
world. Many of our graduates have gone on to 
start their own successful businesses, work in larger 
companies, or continued on to postgraduate level 
education to further sharpen their expertise

Entrepreneurship is one 
of the most challenging 
and rewarding career 
choices you can make, 
and we’re here to give 
you the tools to give 
you the best chance 
of success when going 
out on your own. You 
will develop ability to 
think creatively about 
business development, 
putting innovation and 
leadership at the heart 
of your future business 
decisions.

BUSINESS INNOVATION 
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP



  WHY CHOOSE US… 

• With us, you will be taught more than 
just theoretical strategies and business 
implementation techniques, you’ll gain practical 
knowledge and an insight into some of the most 
widely used digital software, making you an 
invaluable asset in industry.

• Benefit from our Simulation Suite, allowing 
you to immerse yourself in simulated business 
environments. 

• Sustainability, zero carbon neutrality, ethical 
business practices and social justice are just a few 
goals of modern businesses, and in our course you 
will develop your knowledge in these areas, and 
more, to an expert level to put you at the forefront 
of the most important consideration in industry. 

• You’ll take advantage of professional networks and 
guaranteed work experience opportunities during 
your course.

• You will be one of the first students to start your 
University experience with full access to the brand 
new £40m Catalyst building.

  WHAT YOU’LL LEARN…  

Our modules have been designed to prepare 
you for the future of business, crafting you into a 
specialist in business management, sustainability 
and ethical business. 

Module examples:
• The Business of Doing Good 

• Governance and Climate Change 

• Sustainable Business Development 

• Business Creativity and Innovation 

• Leadership Strategy and Social Impact

• Innovative Change Management 

  WHAT YOU COULD DO NEXT…  

A qualification in business offers a wide range of 
career options in general management and acts as 
a solid basis for professional qualifications from the 
Chartered Management Institute or the Institute 
of Leadership and Management. In recent years, 
graduates from our business courses have entered 
retail, insurance, banking, marketing, human 
management and operations management in the 
public and private sectors. Many have also set up 
and thrived in their own businesses.

With our specially 
developed course, 
you will challenge 
the traditional 
interpretations of 
enterprise and open 
your mind to a broad 
range of contemporary 
themes in business. 
Our emphasis on 
ethical business 
and sustainability 
will position you to 
create a long-lasting 
value for your future 
organisations. 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
AND SUSTAINABILITY



DIGITAL AND SOCIAL 
MEDIA MARKETING

  WHY CHOOSE US… 

• You’ll have the opportunity to innovate and 
develop creative solutions for digital marketing 
challenges, whether for a start-up, a small 
independent business, or as part of a wider team 
at a corporate level.

• Join our student agency and work on real life 
digital and social media marketing projects for 
your community

• We combine the theoretical side of traditional 
marketing with the technology, analytics and 
customer targeting that goes hand-in-hand with 
the world of digital marketing.

• With us, you’ll become an expert in social 
media platforms, enabling you to not only solve 
problems within a marketing setting, but identify 
strengths and weaknesses in business.

• You’ll be provided with networking opportunities 
and live briefs to add experience to the plethora 
of practical and theoretical skills you’ll learn along 
the way. 

• This course is accredited by the CIM, meaning 
this degree is a globally recognised qualification 
and offers exemptions for professional 
qualifications. 

Get the edge on the 
competition in a fast-paced 
career with a modern 
degree in digital and social 
media marketing. Digital 
and social media marketing 
is changing the world, put 
yourself at the forefront 
of this rapidly growing 
industry as it leaves 
traditional marketing 
methods in its wake.

  WHAT YOU’LL LEARN…  

No matter where your interests lie in marketing, our 
industry-focused modules have got you covered. 

Module examples:
• Digital Marketing Strategy 

• Data Analysis and Visualisation 

• Social Media Strategy 

• Digital Content Creation 

• Digital Customer Experience

• Ethics in Marketing

  WHAT YOU COULD DO NEXT…  

Today’s successful organisations need to promote 
their products and services through digital media, 
and when you graduate, you’ll not only have a deep 
theoretical understanding of online and offline 
marketing, but practical experience in implementing 
strategies and campaigns. You will be suited to 
a career in digital marketing upon graduation in 
roles including digital strategist, digital marketing 
manager, communications manager, social media 
manager and much more.



  WHY CHOOSE US… 

• We are constantly staying ahead of the game 
in researching and developing new teaching 
around the latest in the financial industries, 
including sustainable accounting and financial 
technologies. 

• We strive to teach the up-to-date specialised 
software and algorithms that are utilised to help 
companies, business owners and consumers 
alike to better manage their financial operations, 
processes and lives.

• You’ll take advantage of professional networks 
and guaranteed work experience opportunities 
during your course.

• You will be one of the first students to start your 
University experience with full access to the brand 
new £40m Catalyst building.

Finance and accounting 
are no longer just 
about taxation and 
the management of 
financial capital. This 
award will give you a 
deeper understanding 
of the crucial role of 
finance in organisational 
decision making and the 
pursuit of competitive 
advantage. 

FINANCE AND 
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE

  WHAT YOU’LL LEARN…  

Our modules are designed to enable you to discover 
how accounting and finance underpins modern 
enterprise. 

Module examples:
• Finance and Value Creation 
• Sustainability Accounting 
• Entrepreneurial Finance 
• Financial Narrative and Reporting 
• Fintech and Digitisation

You will graduate with an entrepreneurial mindset 
and the contemporary financial and accounting skills 
required to survive and thrive in uncertain business 
environments.

  WHAT YOU COULD DO NEXT…  

Finance and business enterprise professionals 
are essential to the running of any modern or 
traditional business. Graduates from finance-based 
courses at Staffordshire University have gone on to 
work for companies such as KPMG, Mazars, Royal 
Bank of Scotland, and the NHS. Degrees in finance 
and business enterprise courses also set a solid 
grounding if you wish to start your own business or 
explore further study.



VISITOR ATTRACTION AND 
RESORT MANAGEMENT

  WHAT YOU’LL LEARN…  

Our modules are designed to not only give you 
the competitive edge, but are also aligned to your 
placement, allowing you to really apply theory to 
practice.  

Module examples:
• Conference and Events Management 
• Hospitality and Hotel Management 
• Managing the Customer Experience 
• Business Development and Sales Management 
• Current Issues in Visitor Attraction and Resort 
 Management
• Finance and Revenue Management in the Leisure 
 Industry 
• Marketing and Digital Communications 

  WHAT YOU COULD DO NEXT…  

Students will be equipped to apply for a range of 
positions within Alton Towers Resort, the wider 
Merlin Group and other organisations in the sector. 
Roles can vary anywhere from Operations Manager 
to Human Resources Manager and beyond. You 
will also have the opportunity to top-up to a full BA 
Honours degree in Business Management (Visitor 
Attraction and Resort Management). 

  WHY CHOOSE US… 

• On our unique course, you will not only benefit 
from the knowledge of expert academics within 
the University, you’ll be guaranteed 20-weeks paid 
placement with Alton Towers Resort.

• This combination of industry pioneering academic 
delivery and real-world practical experience will 
give you the skills, contacts and expertise you 
need to launch a career when you finish studying.

• You will have the opportunity to network with 
industry, and previous graduates have gone on to 
secure permanent, unique and senior positions at 
the resort and at attractions overseas as a result. 

• In your placement, you will experience a 
multitude of different visitor attraction functions, 
including retail, hotel and park operations 

• You will experience the world’s most unique 
graduation.... on a rollercoaster! 

Do you want to be a 
part of a team that 
creates life-changing 
experiences for millions 
of people across 
the country? Our 
Visitor Attraction and 
Resort Management 
foundation degree puts 
you in the driving seat 
in an industry that is 
adapting to new and 
challenging global 
events.



MICHAEL 
BROWN 

BUSINESS GRADUATE

“One of the best things about being at staffs is that the lecturers are so friendly 
and always make time to help you if you need it. They are very quick to respond 
to queries via email too, which helps massively, especially during independent 
study or revision times. The course is continually looking for things to help 
enhance your CV, such as extra certifications in Microsoft Office programs.”

JESS 
OLIVER 

BUSINESS GRADUATE

“I would absolutely recommend being a student of Staffordshire Business 
School. They’re just second to none, the support and everything that they 
provide you with really shapes you to be industry ready and ready for the world 
of work. I would recommend it to any student any prospective student who’s 
looking and to be enrolled in one of these courses you will not regret it.”



SUBJECT TO 
APPROVAL/VALIDATION 

We’re always striving to deliver the most current 
and relevant degrees, both by creating new courses 
and regularly reviewing our current offering. 

Each time we make changes, the course goes through a 
rigorous approval process to ensure that it’s the perfect 
fit for our students, employers and other relevant 
stakeholders. 

Some of the courses inside this guide may be marked as 
‘subject to approval’ or ‘subject to validation’, but don’t 
worry, this just means some of the details of the course 
won’t have been finalised yet. As soon as new courses are 
approved and validated, up-to-date information will be 
provided on the online course pages at
www.staffs.ac.uk/courses
 
If you have been offered a place and there is a significant 
change to the course, or for any reason, the course 
doesn’t run – we will contact you immediately and fully 
support you in finding the best suitable alternative.
 
 

At the time of printing in February 
2022, the courses listed in this guide 
represent those we intend to offer for 
the 2022/2023 academic years. Very 
occasionally, however, we need to make 
changes to our courses, including their 
content and the way in which they are 
delivered. In some instances, courses 
can be discontinued or combined with 
other courses.
 
Reasons for withdrawing courses can 
include insufficient student numbers 
and courses not receiving the necessary 
accreditation or approval. Changes 
to course information may include 
operational and academic reasons.
 
If circumstances beyond our control 
mean we cannot provide particular 
educational services, all reasonable steps 
will be taken to minimise any disruption 
to those services. However, the University 
will have no liability for any loss or 
damage suffered by any prospect or 
student as a result.
 
As a prospective student of Staffordshire 
University, it’s your responsibility to 
ensure you have fully reviewed up-to-
date course information before you 

apply, and that your chosen course fully 
meets your requirements. You should 
also check the course still meets your 
requirements before accepting an offer 
to study with us.
 
Student satisfaction scores have been 
provided by Unistats and are correct 
at the time of going to print. For more 
information, visit: discoveruni.gov.uk
 
If we discontinue a course or programme 
and you’re not happy with the alternative 
offered, or if a programme is changed 
and you’re not happy with the changes, 
you’ll be given the opportunity to 
withdraw from the programme. Up-to-
date course information can be found 
on our website (www.staffs.ac.uk), or by 
calling us on 01782 294400.
 
If you’re offered a place at Staffordshire 
University, your offer will be subject to 
the University’s Terms and Conditions 
of Offer. If you become a student of 
Staffordshire University, you will enter a 
contract with us and be bound by our 
rules and regulations. These, too, may 
vary from time to time 
(www.staffs.ac.uk/rulesandregs).



TOP 15
FOR STUDENT SATISFACTION  

TOP 15
FOR TEACHING QUALITY 

TOP 20 
FOR JOB PROSPECTS

6TH
FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION 

UNIVERSITY
OF THE YEAR

Complete University Guide 2022 StudentCrowd University Awards 2021

Edufuturist Awards 2021

StudentCrowd University Awards 2021 The Times and The Sunday Times Good 
University Guide 2022

QS stars Ratings 2021

For more detailed information on courses 
or studying at Staffordshire University visit: 
www.staffs.ac.uk/undergraduate

Find us on: www.staffs.ac.uk/socialmedia
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