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Students from years 7-13 were invited 
to write a poem or create a piece of 
visual art based on one of three themes: 
Shard, Point of View, Sustainability. 
The themes this year were also chosen 
by young people from our area. 
Everyone’s contribution was welcome, 
with all work submitted included in the 
anthology here. Poems and artwork 
are also presented in the raw format in 
which they were sent; there has been 
no editing.  Trainee teachers from this 
year’s English and Art and Design PGCE 
also read the anthology and offered 
comments on some of their favourites.
The aim of the project was to give students 
the opportunity to be creative and have a 
voice. Submissions were not assessed and 
there were no mark schemes; we wanted 
students to enjoy being creative and use it 
as an opportunity to voice their opinions, 
vent their emotions, have a little fun and 

challenge themselves to do something they’ve 
never done before. Sadly, we don’t often 
get the chance to offer this kind of creative 
opportunity in secondary classrooms. 

Finally, thank you to our colleagues in the 
PGCE department at Staffordshire University 
who have been supportive of this project 
from the beginning. Thank you also to the 
2020-2021 and 2021-2022 PGCE trainees, 
for creating the student handbook and 
to the teachers in local schools who have 
encouraged their students to take part. The 
most important thanks, however, go to the 
students who participated and created some 
amazing, thought-provoking and emotional 
poems and artwork, leaving a legacy and 
reminder for future generations.
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This collection of poetry and visual artwork was created largely 
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AM

SMWCA

SHARD
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AM

SMWCA

AM

SMWCA

RW

The Orme Academy

AM

SMWCA

I am a broken clock only right when no one is looking
I will be the Cassandra of a broken setting
I will preach a tune through a broken throat
A ballad that no one will hear
I am broken
I am gone
I am stuck to this world
I am not long for it
I am here forever
And here only for a few hours
I am broken
I am everything you can think of
I am but a piece of the whole
I will be further broken one day
Breaks don’t get fixed
They just change a little
But we are too unoriginal to change things too much
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MC

The Orme Academy

EC

The Orme Academy

AC

The Orme Academy

SP

The Orme Academy
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IM

St Joseph’s College

AA

St Joseph’s College

BS

The Orme Academy

SL

The Orme Academy
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ES

St Joseph’s College

FT

St Joseph’s College

KF

St Joseph’s College

KJ

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“A lovely representation of shards, giving a 
deeper more emotive interpretation”
“A lovely emotive piece of work using broken 
mirrors”



POEMS AND ARTWORK 17STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY | POETRY AND VISUAL ARTS PROJECT 202316

ES

St Joseph’s College

EG

St Joseph’s College

GC

St Joseph’s College

GD

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“An emotional take on shards looking at bundling 
the metaphor of a broken heart with the visual 
representation of it”



POEMS AND ARTWORK 19STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY | POETRY AND VISUAL ARTS PROJECT 202318

IG

St Joseph’s College

LH

St Joseph’s College

ER

St Joseph’s College

LH

St Joseph’s College
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CM

St Joseph’s College

SP

St Joseph’s College

AP

St Joseph’s College

TN

St Joseph’s College
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LW-J

St Joseph’s College

EW

St Joseph’s College

JM-A

St Joseph’s College

GL

St Joseph’s College
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VW

St Joseph’s College

POINT OF VIEW
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SL

The Orme Academy

LW

St Peter’s Academy

MA

St Peter’s Academy

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“An emotional take on shards looking at bundling the metaphor 
of a broken heart with the visual representation of it”

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“A beautiful expression of compassion 
and empathy”
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LJ

The Orme Academy

FL

The Orme Academy

GG

St Joseph’s College

GC

The Orme Academy
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OL

St Joseph’s College

LG

St Joseph’s College

ES

St Joseph’s College

KDG

St Joseph’s College
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ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College

ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College

ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College

ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College
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NC

St Joseph’s College

ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College

ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College

ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“This makes me think of milestones in a child’s 
first year of life”
“A very well composed photograph. A lovely 
interpretation of ‘point of view’; watching a child 
intently discovering his world.”
“A lovely photograph composed using the child 
as a centre point for the image.”
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MG

St Joseph’s College

HM

St Joseph’s College

EL

St Joseph’s College

LBA

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“I think this reflects society and how we 
share ourselves with the world with modern 
technology”
“A really lovely take on ‘point of view’ through 
a fish-eye lens. Well composed drawing using 
fluid linework”

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“A good take on student life and the carefree 
environment of being young.”
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JW

St Joseph’s College

ANONYMOUS

St Joseph’s College

EJ

St Joseph’s College

JB

St Joseph’s College
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JB

St Joseph’s College

JA

St Joseph’s College

AT

St Joseph’s College

AM

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“A nice mixture of mixed media using painting 
and collage”
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SB

St Joseph’s College

EC

St Joseph’s College

LA

St Joseph’s College

LR-F

St Joseph’s College
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TM

St Joseph’s College

AP

St Joseph’s College

IP

St Joseph’s College

LC

St Joseph’s College
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IT

St Joseph’s College

SUSTAINABILITY
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BG

The Orme Academy

RS

The Orme Academy

EL

The Orme Academy

NS

The Orme Academy

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“Simple but effective, builds an image 
in your head.”
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RH

The Orme Academy

RN

The Orme Academy

IJ

The Orme Academy

FW

The Orme Academy

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“The artwork here is great and the poem 
works well alongside it”

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“I like that the focus changes for each stanza”

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“A powerful poem with language choices 
communicating a real sense of urgency”
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BB

St Joseph’s College

SA

St Joseph’s College

SS

St Joseph’s College

MJ

The Orme Academy
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LM

St Joseph’s College

FL

St Joseph’s College

IH

St Joseph’s College

JJ

St Joseph’s College
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HS

St Joseph’s College

TAA

St Joseph’s College

SR

St Joseph’s College

RI

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“Very powerful image. The contrast is 
amazing and brings a vivid image to mind. 
Reminds me of the 2012 film”
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OD

St Joseph’s College

KD

St Joseph’s College

SS

St Joseph’s College

T

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“There are some subtly vivid images 
created here – it sends a clear message”
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AF

St Joseph’s College

CB

St Joseph’s College

LN

St Joseph’s College

L-RD

St Joseph’s College
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TO

St Joseph’s College

CM

St Joseph’s College

HB

St Joseph’s College

MM

St Joseph’s College

STAFFS UNI IOE TRAINEE 
TEACHERS’ COMMENTS:

“This is a lovely idea. What 
lovely work”
“Lovely representation of 
sustainability through a world 
in a bottle. Also the glass 
floating in the sea represents 
the rubbish that gets disposed 
of which is detrimental to the 
environment”
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LT

St Joseph’s College

KA

St Joseph’s College
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